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Manor Primary School 

Geography Year 1: My Community, my country.  

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will develop their Geographical understanding and location knowledge about their community the UK. Pupils will be able to name and locate the world’s seven  

continents and five oceans. They will focus on where we live – United Kingdom and will be able to name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of  

the UK and its surrounding seas.    

Core Aims  

 Children will develop geographical knowledge and understanding about their community and their 

country.  

  Develop geographical vocabulary describing human and physical features of their locality (in their 

community and in the UK)  

 Use geographical skills including first hand experiences and observations to enhance their locational 

awareness. 

Pupils should be taught to develop their Locational knowledge…  

 Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans 

 Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United 

Kingdom and its surrounding seas 

 To use basic geographical vocabulary when referring to physical and human features 

 To use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and 

physical features.  

 To construct simple maps, using basic symbols in a key. 

 

Expectations 

Children can: 

 Identify and name the four countries that make the UK and the surrounding seas.  

 Understand where the UK is positioned compared to other countries in our world.  

 Name and locate seven continents and five oceans 

 Identify and describe physical and human features of their community and the UK 

 Identify and describe what places are like 

 Use maps and atlases to develop their understanding  

 Draw simple maps using keys and symbols 

 Ask simple geographical questions about where they live and investigate answers 

 Use observations and first hand experiences to suggest answers to questions 

 To understand the terms physical and human features 
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 They carry out simple tasks and select information using resources that are given to them about places and environments 

 

 
Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

 To use first hand experiences  

 To map our community using a key 

 To identify and describe what places are like 

 To investigate physical and human features of our community  

Introduce the children to this terms topic: My community, my country.  

What questions would the children like to investigate this term, relating to the unit?  

What do you know about your community?  

Learning Walk into our community  

Photograph key physical and human features that the children can identify.  

Discuss places they see, how would they describe our community?  

How many physical features? Human features did they observe on their walk?  

Children map physical and human features of their locality identifying both physical and human features using a simple mapping key 

with symbols.  

Write a description about our community – what is it like?  

 To locate Wolverhampton on a map 

 To understand where we live in relation to the UK  

 

 

Using Interactive tools World wise or Google maps locate Wolverhampton 

Using ariel photographs and maps can the children locate Manor Primary school? Our community?  

Create 3D maps on large scales 

Calculate distances – could you walk to school? To Wolverhampton? London? How could you travel there?   

Link to Numeracy Bar chart of where children live in the class. EG Woodcross, Cosely etc… 

 To investigate each country within the UK  

 To identify capital cities of each country  

 To ask and respond to geographical questions about places and 

environments 

 To identify physical features  

 To identify human features  

 To make comparisons between UK countries  

Over a series of lessons:  

Children to generate questions they would like to investigate about each country within the UK and find answers to lead their own 

learning.  

England 

Scotland  

Wales  

Northern Ireland.  

 Opportunities to explore why Republic of Ireland is NOT part of the UK  

Could investigate: capital cities, population, language spoken, human and physical features, interesting facts (eg traditional dresses or 

dishes!)  

A guide to … 

Fact File 

News Bulletin  

Map with symbols to represent human and physical features 
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Comparison tables, drawing on geographical conclusions 

 

 To investigate the UK and the surrounding seas 

 To draw and map countries of the UK 

 To use a range of maps and atlases to investigate 

Recap with the children where the UK is positioned in our world and what continent we belong to.  

Show the children a range of flags (Welsh, Scottish, British) What do all these flags have in common?  

What countries make up the UK?  

Mapping skills  

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t1_mapping/index.html  

Investigate the UK using maps, atlases and interactive links:  

http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/questions/britain.html  

http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/countries/united-kingdom.html  

-Identify the countries of UK by shape and piece (like jigsaw) UK together 

-Map 4 countries and surrounding seas of the UK  

-Using sources investigate key facts about the countries that make the United Kingdom, drawing simple geographical conclusions.  

 To locate UK on a world map 

 To name and investigate places  

 To use geographical terms – Continents, Oceans 
 

Discuss with the children ‘Our World’ – What does this mean to them?  

What questions would they like to investigate? How could we find the answers?  

Provide the children with a blank A3 World map – Investigate! 

Can they identify the UK? Any other countries?  

What is a continent?  An ocean?  

Looking in the atlas, how many continents can they find? How many oceans?  

Provide a range of maps, some supported with the initial letter of continents, oceans.  

Children share their understanding of labelling 5 oceans, 7 continents and where the UK is positioned.  

What continent does the UK belong to?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t1_mapping/index.html
http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/questions/britain.html
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/countries/united-kingdom.html
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Manor Primary School 

Geography Year 2: Our World: Investigating Physical and Human features.  

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will develop their Human and Physical Geographical knowledge and understanding. They will explore and investigate seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK  

and locate hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the equator and the North and South Poles. The children will be able to identify and explain key physical and human  

features.     

Core Aims  

 Children will develop their human and physical geographical knowledge and understanding.  

 Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold 

areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles  

 Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to physical and human features.   

 

Pupils should be taught to develop their human and physical  knowledge…  

 Investigate the four seasons and weather patterns in the UK  

 To use geographical vocabulary when referring to key physical and human features.  

 key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, 

vegetation, season and weather  

 key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop  

 To use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school/UK and its 

grounds and the key physical and human features of its surrounding environment.  

 To use world maps atlases and globes to identify geographical features (equator, North South 

Poles)   

 To use ariel photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and 

physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key.   

 To construct simple maps, using basic symbols in a key. 

 Name and locate the Equator, North and South Poles.  

 

Expectations 

Children can: 

 Identify and name the four seasons and their weather patterns  

 Name and locate equator, North and South Poles  

 Identify and describe key physical and human features of the UK 

 Identify and describe what places are like, regarding the weather conditions relating to their position 

 Use maps and atlases to develop their understanding and position of locations  
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 Draw simple maps using keys and symbols  

 Ask simple geographical questions and investigate answers 

 Use observations and first hand experiences to suggest answers to questions 

 To understand and give accurate examples of physical and human features in and around the UK 

 They carry out simple tasks and select information using resources that are given to them about places and environments 

 

 
 
 
Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

 To identify and describe the seasons 

 To understand the weather conditions within each season 

 

Introduce the children to this terms topic: Investigating Physical and Human features.  

What questions would the children like to investigate this term, relating to the unit?  

Show the children a range of photographs from the 4 seasons, what geographical conclusions can be drawn?  

What are seasons? Why do we have them? How are they different? What do you notice about the weather conditions for each season? 

What do you do in different types of weather? How does the weather make you feel? 

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/primary_uk/subject/module/video_index/item376103/grade1/index.html  

Over a series of lessons – Children to investigate Autumn, Winter, Spring and Summer.  

Learning opportunity ideas:  

- Postcard  

- Draw a season and describe and explain weather  

- News report using flip cameras  

- Comparisons between two seasons 

- A day in Autumn – observe outside, investigate the weather, describe their experiences 

- Compare the same season in different parts of the UK EG Scotland’s Winter, Winter in West Midlands  

- Scene creator  

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/primary_uk/subject/module/activity_index/item376103/grade1/index.html   

Investigate on a simple scale why we have seasons, the four seasons make up the year. 

 To identify weather patterns our locality.  

 

Building upon their understanding of each season and the weather, children can further explore the weather around the UK.  

Begin with our locality- Over a series of days children can investigate the weather and possibly create a table / chart showing the days it 

rains, investigate wind, if it is sunny.  

Making links in  their learning about the weather to the season we are in.   

 To identify weather patterns in the UK  What is the weather like in the South of UK, North of UK, East and West – building on simple compass directions- locational and 

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/primary_uk/subject/module/video_index/item376103/grade1/index.html
http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/primary_uk/subject/module/activity_index/item376103/grade1/index.html
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 To develop location and directional awareness (North South East West) 

 To use maps and atlases to develop their understanding and position of 

locations  

 Draw simple maps using keys and symbols  

directional language.  

Could present an oral weather report – In the North of UK it is colder they have had more snow,.. 

Direct over a map of the UK – Weather Reporters. 

Class teacher can record reports on I pad – watch and evaluate – assessment opportunities (self/peer).  

Show the children a video clip of a reporter presenting the weather www.newsround.co.uk/weather  

Label weather conditions onto a map of the UK using simple weather keys (Sun, Cloud, Cloud with Rain)  

Weather snaps – Espresso Link – whatever the weather – weather forecasts  

 To explore key physical and human features of the UK 

 Ask simple geographical questions and investigate answers 

 To use geographical vocabulary when referring to key physical and 

human features.  

What is a physical feature? What is a human feature? How are they different? How could we find out? 

Using a range of images children could sort physical and human features.  

Create a table listing physical and human features.   

On and around the UK,  identify and map key physical and human features:   

key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation,  

season and weather  

key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop  

Opportunities for discussions and geographical conclusions about physical and human features.  

Mystery Map – name physical and human features on cue cards and the children investigate what part of England they are from and if 

they are a physical or human feature. (Big Ben – London – Human feature) 

 Name and locate equator, North and South Poles  

 Identify and describe what places are like, regarding the weather 

conditions relating to their position 

 

Provide blank maps of the world – ask the children to label what they know, building on prior knowledge.  

Where is the equator? What is the equator? Where are the north and south poles? What are they?   

On a map children identify the equator, North and South Poles. Explain simply what the equator is and describe North and south pole.  

Children investigate what the weather is like in countries near the equator (hotter)  furthest from the equator (colder) 

Begin to make geographical conclusions and statements about what places are like in relation to where they are, developing their 

locational understanding.  

http://www.planet-science.com/categories/under-11s/our-world/2010/09/four-seasons.aspx  

Most able children link equator back to seasons  

 

http://www.newsround.co.uk/weather
http://www.planet-science.com/categories/under-11s/our-world/2010/09/four-seasons.aspx
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Manor Primary School 

Geography Year 3: Me and my place in our country  

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will develop their Geographical skills and location knowledge about the UK, focusing on The British Isles. Pupils will be able to extend their knowledge and  

understanding beyond the local area. They should develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their location and place knowledge.   

Core Aims  

 Children will name and locate countries and cities of the United Kingdom and geographical regions.  

 To describe and understand key aspects of physical and human Geography.  

 To interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes and aerial 

photographs.  

Pupils should be taught to develop their Locational knowledge…  

 Name and locate countries and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions.  

 To identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, 

mountains, coasts and rivers) of the United Kingdom.  

 To understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical 

geography of a region of the United Kingdom.  

 To use maps, atlases, globes to investigate and locate and describe features.  

 To use eight point compass, four and six- figure grid references, including ordnance survey maps to 

build their knowledge of the UK.   

 To use fieldword to observe, measure, records and present the human and physical features in the 

local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs and digital 

technologies.  

Expectations 

Children can: 

 Name and locate countries and major cities of the UK, geographical regions and their key physical and human characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers) and land 

uses and how these have changed over time.   

 Identify and describe physical and human features of what places are like within the UK. 

 Use atlases, globes. ordnance survey maps and atlases to develop their understanding and position of locations within the UK. 

 Ask geographical questions and investigate answers.  

 To use appropriate geographical vocabulary, related to topic they are studying.  

 To analysis geographical data and evidence to draw conclusions about the UK.  

 To draw maps and plans, at a range of scales to communicate their geographical understanding. 

 To develop locational awareness, recognising how places fit within a wider geographical context.  
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Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

 To name and locate geographical regions - countries, cities and towns 

of the United Kingdom.  

 To use and interpret maps and atlases when investigating the UK 

Introduce the children to their new geography topic – Me and my place in our country.    

In talk partners discuss what you already know about our country – The British Isles – record on post it note.  

Provide the children with a bank map – using prior knowledge what can they identify?  

Name and locate the countries that make up the British Isles – use Worldwise, maps, and atlases to identify them.  

Interactive map http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t1_mapping/int_map/act_int_exp.html  

How successful were they?  

What are the geographical regions of the United Kingdom?   

What other key geographical facts do they know about each country? – Use Oxford first Atlas.  

Using differentiated maps and for BA Starting letter as a scaffold, children identify the different countries that make up The British Isles, 

identify capital cities, towns surrounding seas, interesting fact, Wolverhampton relating to where the children live within England. 

Ask the children; Is there a difference between England, United Kingdom and The British Isles? What is it?  

http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/blog/2011/08/whats-the-difference-between-uk-britain-and-british-isles/  

What questions would they like to investigate/ learn about the UK?  

 To identify key physical and key topographical features and land uses 

of the UK. 

 To use key geographical vocabulary when describing places in the UK.  

What is a physical feature?  

What is a topographical feature? (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers)  

Can anyone identify any within the UK?   

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t1_mapping/int_map/act_int_exp.html  

Children identify and map key physical and topographical features of the UK  

Identifying what landscapes are like in different regions within the UK    

 To study the human and physical geography of a region of the United 

Kingdom.  

 To use maps, atlases, globes to investigate and locate and describe 

features.  

 To analysis geographical data and evidence to draw conclusions about 

the UK.  

 

 

Over a series of lessons children are to investigate the capital city of each geographical regions that make up the British Isles (London, 

Edinburgh, Cardiff, Belfast, and Dublin) 

Begin with – What is a capital city? How is this different to a town?  

Using a range of sources to support their learning pictures, written sources, websites.  

Children can present their learning in a variety of ways – including key physical, human and topographical features of each place.  

 City Profile  

 Map with a key  

 Letter to a friend who has never visited that city 

 Fact file  

 Information guide 

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t1_mapping/int_map/act_int_exp.html
http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/blog/2011/08/whats-the-difference-between-uk-britain-and-british-isles/
http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t1_mapping/int_map/act_int_exp.html
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 Comparing cities, drawing geographical conclusions from their findings and research, eg Belfast/Dublin 

Useful Websites:  

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_passport/scotland/factfile_intro.html  

http://projectbritain.com/  

http://www.projectbritain.com/london/b.html  

http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/questions/britain/scotland.htm 

 To use eight point compass, four and six- figure grid references, to 

build my knowledge of the UK.   

 To use develop my locational knowledge of where I live in relation to 

other cities within the UK.  

 To draw maps and plans, at a range of scales to communicate their 

geographical understanding. 

 To use a range of geographical sources when investigating.  

Recap with the children their learning about the capital cities over the last few weeks. 

Can they identify and locate where they live on a map of the UK, then the other capital cities.  

How would they travel to these cities if they wanted to experience each city first hand?  

Locate on a map and discuss where they are in relation to Wolverhampton, look at motorways and railway networks, airports. 

What is a scale? How far away are each city?  

Using a 8 point compass, ask the children to identify what directions each city are in from where we are.  

Differentiation based on maps/resources – Oxford first atlas and Oxford school atlas, Collins key start copy master UK atlas, LCP 

Mapping activities unit 25.  

Children draw conclusions – where they think the furthest city is, how they would travel to each city, what direction they are in, 

calculate the distance between destinations.  

 To understand geographical similarities and differences between places 

in the UK 

 To analysis geographical data and evidence to draw conclusion about 

the UK.  

The children will identify similarities and differences between regions within the UK.  

Suggested learning opportunities: 

 Climate Graph – EG rainfall over the year for two cities – conclusions linked with 8point compass and position of locations 

 Comparisons tables showing data… 

 Compare Scotland and Wales / England and Ireland  

Culture, traditional dress, language, highest peaks, rivers, land use, population, weather, tourist attractions (human/physical 

features)   

  

 To create an information guide for tourists.  

 To identify geographical features of a specific city 

 To communicate using geographical vocabulary.  

Children can lead their own learning by deciding which city of the UK they would like to present.  

Children to gather research on their chosen city and then create a brochure/poster/guide to attract visitors to a specific city. 

Recap with the children what a city is. Can they investigate Bridgnorth?- No because it’s a town!   

The children can include all geographical aspects they have learnt about over this term (location and position in the UK, key physical, 

human features, landscape, climate, traditions, food, culture)       

- Possibilities for ICT leaflet / PowerPoint presentation to showcase an area. 

 

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_passport/scotland/factfile_intro.html
http://projectbritain.com/
http://www.projectbritain.com/london/b.html
http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/questions/britain/scotland.htm


Manor Primary School  

                                                                                                                                                                   

Manor Primary School 

Geography Year 4: Weather Home and Away  

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will focus on the weather in the UK and in Europe. Pupils will be able to extend their existing understanding and will develop their use of geographical knowledge, 

and skills to enhance their place knowledge and human and physical geography.   

Core Aims  

 Children will locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe ~(including Russia)  

 To understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of  physical and human 

geography of a region of the United Kingdom and a region in a European country.  

 To develop their locational knowledge and understanding of a countries position within the world can 

impact and effect the weather conditions there.  

 To develop their geographical skills and fieldwork through a range of sources.   

Pupils should be taught to develop their Locational knowledge…  

 Name and locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of 

Russia) and North and South America.   

 To use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe 

features studied.  

 To identifying the position and significance of longitude, latitude, equator, north, south 

hemisphere, the tropics of cancer and Capricorn, arctic and Antarctic circle.   

 To describe and understand key aspects of physical geography including climate zones.  

 To understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical 

geography of a region of the United Kingdom and a region in a European country.  

 To use fieldwork to observe, measure, records and present the human and physical features in the 

local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs and digital 

technologies.  

Expectations 

Children can: 

 Name and locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe and other key geographical regions.    

 To identifying the position and significance of longitude, latitude, equator, north, south hemisphere, the tropics of cancer and Capricorn, arctic and Antarctic circle.   

 To describe and understand key aspects of physical geography including climate zones and how these conclusions link to the weather in different places.  

 Identify and describe physical and human features of what places are like in the UK and in Europe. 

 Use atlases, globes. ordnance survey maps and digital technology to locate and describe what places are like.  

 To analysis geographical data and evidence to draw conclusions about the weather in the UK and Europe.  

 To use fieldwork to observe, measure, map and graph climates, drawing geographical conclusions.  

 Ask geographical questions and investigate answers.  
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 To use appropriate geographical vocabulary, related to topic they are studying.  

 To understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom and a region in a European country.  

 
 
Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

 To investigate the weather in our locality  

 To create a weather station to investigate 

Introduce the children to their new geography topic – Weather Home and Away 

In talk partners discuss what you already know about our country – The Weather – What is weather? Does it change? Why? What’s the 

weather like in our locality? – record on post it note.  

Link prior learning and knowledge of seasons and weather conditions they would expect in the UK.  

Children discuss – How can we investigate the weather in our locality? How might we collect this information?  

Collect weather data for our locality (weather measuring equipment -Anemometer, wind vane, rain gauge) 

Children could collect weather data over a period of time/ sessions and record their findings through -  

 Observations  

 Photographs and explanations 

 Tables, graphs and charts  

 Geographical conclusions – patterns/ relationships 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/whatisweather/  

 To identifying the position and significance of longitude, latitude, 

equator, north, south hemisphere, the tropics of cancer and Capricorn, 

arctic and Antarctic circle.  

 Name and locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 

and other key geographical regions.    

 To use key geographical vocabulary when communicating your 

understanding.  

Moving the learning forward and focus on the weather in the UK.   

Give children an A3 world map and ask them to identify UK, Europe, countries they know, equator, poles?  

Using maps, atlases, written sources, globes and digital technology, children are to accurately identify the equator, north, south 

hemisphere, the tropics of cancer and Capricorn, arctic and Antarctic circle. May introduce longitude and latitude. Mark on the UK and 

Europe.  

Using their learning ask the children to predict what they think the weather in the UK will be like, drawing conclusions from the 

position of the UK in relation to the equator etc… 

http://www.worldatlas.com/aatlas/imagee.htm  

http://www.kidsgeo.com/geography-for-kids/0014-latitude.php  

 

 To identify seasonal weather in the UK  

 To present geographical learning in a variety of ways, drawing 

conclusions 

Using globes, world maps, information texts, atlases, digital technology find out more about the weather in the UK.  Children to write a 

report/information text about what the weather in the UK is like. 

Focus on seasonal weather and how it changes (comparing summer and winter) look at temperature and rainfall information for each 

month, identifying patterns across the year.  

Children to present their learning in graphs and charts, comparison tables   

Discuss how people in the UK are affected by the weather.  

Where you might go on holiday there, when and why, linking back to knowledge and understanding of position of countries in relation 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/whatisweather/
http://www.worldatlas.com/aatlas/imagee.htm
http://www.kidsgeo.com/geography-for-kids/0014-latitude.php
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to the equator.  

http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/time/seasons.htm  

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/primary_uk/subject/module/frontscreen/item376103/grade1/index.html  

 To describe and understand key aspects of physical geography 

including climate zones and how these conclusions link to the weather 

in different places.  

 To use maps, atlases, globes to investigate and locate and describe 

features.  

 

Introduce the children to climate. What is it? What does it mean? What does it look like?  

Discuss the differences between weather and climate. 

Using globes, information texts, atlases, digital technology and the internet to find out more about the climate in the UK and around the 

world. 

On a map to show the climate zones and draw conclusions about climate zones and how the weather changes according to where you are 

and the time of year you are in. 

http://www.geography.learnontheinternet.co.uk/topics/climatezones.html#zones  

http://www.webquest.hawaii.edu/kahihi/sciencedictionary/C/climatezone.php  

 To ask geographical questions and investigate answers.  

 To understand geographical similarities and differences through the 

study of human and physical geography of a region of the United 

Kingdom and a region in a European country.  

 To analysis geographical data and evidence to draw conclusions about 

the weather in the UK and Europe.  

 

Where is Europe? (Refer back to prior learning)  

What countries make up Europe?  

What is the climate like in these countries? (Climatic zones)  - Has anyone ever visited? What time of year? What was the weather like?  

 

Over a series of lessons the children can investigate the weather in European countries (including Russia)  

Investigate  

- Seasons in European countries 

- Temperature  

- Rainfall 

- hours of sunshine  

- How the weather affects people, places and environments 

- Extreme weather conditions   

Possible learning opportunity – groups investigate and research a different country, collaborate findings drawing similarities and 

differences between European climates. Then compare against UK weather.  

Tables, graphs, charts, explanations, reports using ICT, Media Suite.   

 To use appropriate geographical vocabulary, related to topic they are 

studying.  

 To ask geographical questions and investigate answers.  

 Identify and describe physical and human features of what places are 

like in the UK and in Europe. 

Where to go on holiday? At home or away?  

UK or Europe?  

Giving reasons why and at what time of year.  

EG holiday brochure, postcard, Writing to the local paper after winning a holiday explaining to readers where you are going and why.  

 

http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/time/seasons.htm
http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/primary_uk/subject/module/frontscreen/item376103/grade1/index.html
http://www.geography.learnontheinternet.co.uk/topics/climatezones.html#zones
http://www.webquest.hawaii.edu/kahihi/sciencedictionary/C/climatezone.php
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Manor Primary School 

Geography Year 5: The Mountain Environment  

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will focus on developing their locational knowledge of mountain environments and investigating their place knowledge of mountains in the UK, Europe and  

America. Children will develop their human and physical geography, focusing on mountains and how the land is used relating this to economic activity. Opportunities for children to  

carry out fieldwork skills within their area discovering and drawing conclusions about landscapes in the locality.    

Core Aims  

  To develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places (terrestrial) including 

their physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for 

understanding the action of processes.  

 To understand key physical and human geographical features and how these can bring about change 

over time.  

 To be able to collect, analyse and communicate data through experiences of fieldwork to deepen their 

understanding and knowledge.  

 To interpret a range of geographical sources including maps, diagrams, globes, photographs and 

geographical information systems (GIS) 

 To communicate geographical information in a variety of ways.  

Pupils should be taught to develop their Locational knowledge…  

 Children will locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including Russia) and 

North and South America, concentrating on environmental regions, key physical and human 

characteristics, countries and major cities.  

 To name and locate countries and cities of the UK, geographical regions and their physical and 

human characteristics, key topographical features (mountains), their land-use patterns and 

understand how some of these aspects have changed over time.  

 To understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of physical and human 

geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country and within North or 

South America.  

 To develop their physical geography (mountains) and human geography, including: types of 

settlement and land use and economic activity.  

 To develop their geographical skills and fieldwork through a range of sources and first hand experiences, 

using maps atlases and globes, a compass to build their knowledge of the UK and wider world.   

Expectations 

Children can: 

 locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and 

major cities.  

  name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use 

patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 

 understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America  
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 To be able to describe physical geography, including: mountains, and human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, 

food, minerals and water.  

 To use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features of mountains they will study.  

 To use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world (when completing first-

hand experience / orienteering – educational visit)  

 To use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

 
Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

 To understand that a mountain is a key topographical feature.  

 To describe physical features (mountains) 

 

Introduce the children to their new topic – The Mountain Environment.  

Generate questions they would like to investigate this term.  

Children to investigate what a mountain actually is.  

What is a mountain? What does one look like? What’s the difference between a mountain and a hill?  

Lots of visual images of mountains and hills, how do they compare? Contrast?  

Why do we have mountains? Where do they come from?  

 To locate and map countries, main cities and environmental regions.  

 To identify key physical characteristics; Mountains around the UK 

 To use a range of sources to investigate mountain environments.  

 To use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, 

symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 

knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world (when completing 

first-hand experience / orienteering – educational visit)  

Investigate building on prior learning about mountains – Where do they think mountains are located?  

Begin with the UK …  
Map and locate mountain regions within the UK. – Include a fact box – Highest point? Name of peak?  

What do they notice about the landscape?  

What conclusions can be drawn about the mountain environment?  

http://www.cumbria-the-lake-district.co.uk/  - Lake District 

http://www.tiscali.co.uk/reference/encyclopaedia/hutchinson/m0004030.html - Grampians 

http://www.hightrek.co.uk/snowdonia/snowdon.htm - Snowdon 

What do they know about our locality and mountainous areas where we live?  

Investigate and research OS map – trails to walk, the landscape, use of the area. 

 Opportunity for a visit to Peak District- (Dovedale/Bakewell) – children gain first-hand experience.   

Follow a map and walk around – orienteering, identifying key human and physical features. 

Sketch, map, photograph, graph findings.   

 To name and locate geographical regions and identify key physical 

characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts 

and rivers).  

 To use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and 

physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch 

maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

 To look at land uses and understand how some of these aspects have changed 

Follow up from the visit… 

Map and identify key human and physical features of the area and draw upon what they experienced.  

EG – Was it a mountain or a hill?  

What characteristics did it have?  

What observations did they gather?  

Research if the land has always been this way, look at historical images/ photographs, how has the land changed over time? How does this impact on 

the area? (Type of settlement and economic impact -Jobs/ tourists / nature ) 

What conclusions can be drawn?  

http://www.cumbria-the-lake-district.co.uk/
http://www.tiscali.co.uk/reference/encyclopaedia/hutchinson/m0004030.html
http://www.hightrek.co.uk/snowdonia/snowdon.htm
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over time Work can include sketches, map, photographs, graph findings – data collected from visit.   

 

 To describe physical features (mountains) 

 To understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of 

human and physical geography 

Do you think all mountains are the same?  

Why, how do landscapes differ?  

Look at images of different mountains, what do the children notice? Give reasons for the differences and similarities.  

How are mountains formed?  

Children are to investigate the different types of mountains. (Fold, Dome, volcanic, fault-block and plateau) 

How are they different? Similar?  

 To locate and map the world’s countries focusing on their environmental 

regions.  

 To identify key physical characteristics; Mountains around the world. 

Using a range of sources, atlases and maps, locate Mountains and countries of the world, possibly use a mapping key.  

What mountain environments can they map around the world? (At least one in every continent)  

What geographical conclusions can be draw from their findings?  (Relating to position? Height? Landscape? etc) 

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/mountains/ranges.htm 

 To use correct geographical vocabulary.  

 To use and interpret a range of secondary sources to investigate mountain 

environments.  

 To be able to describe physical geography, including: mountains, and human 

geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity 

including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including 

energy, food, minerals and water.  

 To use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries 

and describe features of mountains they will study.  

 

 

Introduce the world’s major mountain environments and discuss the where the regions are in the world and what the major mountain regions are on 

each continent.  

Over a series of lessons children can investigate major mountain environments of the world. (Europe, Russia, Wider world including America)  

 The children are to describe each mountain regions  

 Could begin to compare and contrast them.   

 Information page / guide 

 Fact files   

 Newspaper reports  

 Postcards 

 What the landscape is like and what people do in the area 

 Landscapes, natural habitats,  

http://www.nps.gov/romo/downloads_photos/photos/people.html - Rockies 

http://www.innsbruck.info/goetzens/ - Alps  

http://www.travel-himalayas.com/ - Himalayas  

http://www.geographia.com/egypt/sinai/  - Sinai 

 To understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of 

human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region 

in a European country, and a region within North or South America  

 To interpret data and draw conclusions from research and findings.  

Compare and contrast different mountain environments.  

Possible learning opportunities –  

 Graph data (weather/ climate – rainfall/ temperatures) 

 Drawing conclusions  

 Comparison tables 

 Impact of weather in different seasons and how this impacts on human activity (EG avalanches – skiing or blizzards, snowdrifts)  

 To develop their physical geography (mountains) and human 

geography, including: types of settlement and land use and economic 

activity.  

Children investigate life and tourism in the mountain environment.  

Who lives near the mountain? What jobs are available? Positive and negative impacts of living there. (EG diary entry life  

in the mountains)  

Using a variety of sources – Tourism in the Mountain environment:  

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/mountains/ranges.htm
http://www.nps.gov/romo/downloads_photos/photos/people.html
http://www.innsbruck.info/goetzens/
http://www.travel-himalayas.com/
http://www.geographia.com/egypt/sinai/
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 To use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries 

and describe features of mountains they will study.  

 

Why do tourists visit? What activities are available for tourists to partake in?  

What are the positive and negative impact of tourism on the mountain environment?  

How could we save the mountain environment?   
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Manor Primary School 

Geography Year 6: Rivers and Coasts 

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will develop and extend their knowledge and understanding of the location and characteristics of the world’s significant human and physical features.  

Children will develop their geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge. To further support this learning children will be provided  

with the opportunity to carry out fieldwork skills within their area discovering and drawing conclusions about rivers and coasts in the locality.    

Core Aims  

  To develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places (marine) including their 

physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the 

action of processes.  

 To understand key physical and human geographical features of the world and how these can bring 

about change over time.  

 To be able to collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data through experiences of fieldwork to 

deepen their understanding of geographical processes.  

 To interpret a range of geographical sources including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and 

geographical information systems (GIS) 

 To communicate geographical information in a variety of ways including maps, numerical and 

quantitative skills as well as written outcomes.  

Pupils should be taught to develop their Locational knowledge…  

 Children will locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including Russia) and 

North and South America, concentrating on environmental regions, key physical and human 

characteristics, countries and major cities.  

 To name and locate countries and cities of the UK, geographical regions and their physical and 

human characteristics, key topographical features (coasts and rivers), their land-use patterns and 

understand how some of these aspects have changed over time.  

 To understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of physical and human 

geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country and within North or 

South America.  

 To develop their physical geography (rivers/water cycle) and human geography, including: types of 

settlement and land use and economic activity including trade links and the distribution of natural 

resources including minerals and water.  

 To develop their geographical skills and fieldwork through a range of sources and first hand experiences, 

using maps atlases and globes, a compass to build their knowledge of the UK and wider world.   

 To use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area 

using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.  

Expectations 

Children can: 

 locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and 

major cities.  

 name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use 

patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 
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 understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America  

 To be able to describe physical geography, including: rivers and the water cycle and human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources 

including energy, food, minerals and water.  

 To use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features of rivers and coasts they will study in our locality and in the wider world.  

 To use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build and develop their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world (when 

completing first-hand experience / orienteering walking trails – educational visit – to study a river – Carding Mill Valley)  

 To use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

 
Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

 To locate the world’s countries, using maps and atlases to focus on 

environmental regions - rivers, mapping this key physical characteristics.  

 To ask and respond to geographical questions to further support their 

learning and investigative skills.  

Introduce the children to their new topic ‘Rivers and Coasts’.  
What questions would they like to investigate this term relating to the topic?  

Share various images of rivers and coasts… 

What is a river? What is a coast? How are rivers different to canals? Lakes?  

Where do they start? End? Does anyone know the correct geographical vocabulary for these terms? (estuary, source)   

How do mountains link to rivers? 

Where are the world’s mountains? Can you name a mountain/ river in UK, Europe, Russia, America, Africa?  

Provide the children with a blank A3 world map – children plot the world’s rivers on a map.  

Then investigate using maps, atlases and globes where the world’s major rivers are and locate them accurately, using a mapping key.  

Using I pads, what interesting facts can the children find?  

http://primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/rivers.html 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/Primary/Geography/Rivers/page-1.html?pagesize=12&format=list 

 To locate and map countries, main cities and environmental regions.  

 To map key topographical and physical features (coasts and rivers)in the UK 

 To use a range of sources to investigate rivers and coats.  

Focus on Rivers and coasts in the UK 

Name some of the rivers in the UK?  

Where is our closest river? What is our local river? 

How many rivers are there in England? Wales?  

What is the longest river in the UK?  

Using globes, world maps, atlases and written sources, ask the children to locate the position of rivers in the UK locating the source (mountain range) 

and estuary of each of the rivers. 
Children can choose a river and share key geographical information.  

What conclusions can be drawn about the rivers? Their findings of rivers in the UK?  

 To be able to describe physical geography, rivers.  

 To use key geographical vocabulary relating to rivers.  

 To investigate a range of geographical sources.  

Introduce the children to route taken by a river by asking the children a range of questions- 

 Where does a river begin? What is the source of a river? 

 Where does a river end? 

 What is the route of a river? How does a river flow? 

Using books, atlases and internet sources children to investigate and learn about the route taken by a river from the source to its estuary. 

http://primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/rivers.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/Primary/Geography/Rivers/page-1.html?pagesize=12&format=list
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Identify key vocabulary related to the route taken  from the source to the estuary and create a glossary of terms- source, estuary, tributary, reservoir, 

floodplain, meander, gorge, delta 

 Explanation with diagrams to show the route taken by a river  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/Primary/Geography/Rivers/page-1.html?pagesize=12&format=list 

 To use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, 

symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build and 

develop their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world (when 

completing first-hand experience / orienteering walking trails – educational 

visit – to study a river – Carding Mill Valley)  

 To use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and 

physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch 

maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

The children are to make an educational visit to Carding Mill Valley to look at the landscape and the river tributaries that run through the Long 

Mynd.  

Before visit: 

 Introduce the children to the Long Mynd using photographs and OS maps.  

 Ask the children to identify key features of the area from the map 

 Show the children how to read OS maps by looking at the key and using grid references 

Educational visit of Carding Mill Valley. During the day the children will use OS map and compass to walk around and investigate the river, and 

gather information.   

Learning opportunities at Carding Mill:- 

 Walk to the Waterfall and the reservoir  The children will look at key geographical features along the way 

 Complete field sketches of the waterfall and the tributaries at different points At a good viewpoint and ask the children to draw field sketches, 

facing different directions (use compasses). Ask the children to note the main physical features 

 Look at the tributaries at different points.  Ask the children to record their observations – what do they notice about the course of the river  

 Carryout measurements of the width, depth and speed of the river at three different points  
Children to present a river study sharing their findings in a case study using evidence, recordings, photographs, charts and graphs and a detailed 

written analysis. 

 To develop your physical geography (rivers) and human geography, 

including: types of settlement and land use and economic activity 

including trade links and the distribution of natural resources including 

minerals and water.  

 To use key geographical vocabulary relating to rivers. 

Share a range of visual sources of rivers and how they can affect the landscape.  

Using post-it-notes, how the river might change over time both naturally and as a result of man’s actions. 

Introduce landscape features associated with rivers to the children: - waterfalls, Oxbow lakes, flood basins/flood plains,  

deltas, dams, weirs.  Can the children make any links with these from their visit?  (EG Use to provide village with water,  

economical-employment) 

Introduce the children to the terms erosion, transportation and deposition. Include the new terms when talking about  

appropriate landscape features. 

Over a series of lessons focus on the main landscape features associated with rivers.  

The children are to investigate how the landscape feature is formed, how it affects the course of the river and problems  

associated with each. 
Possible learning opportunities:  

`     -    Produce a section for an encyclopaedia/ 

- Information leaflet 

- Explanation text about the landscape features associated with the river. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/riversandcoasts/ 

http://primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/rivers.html 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/Primary/Geography/Rivers/page-1.html?pagesize=12&format=list
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/riversandcoasts/
http://primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/rivers.html
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 To name and locate geographical regions and identify key physical 

characteristics, key topographical features (including coasts and rivers).  

 To look at land uses and understand how some of these aspects have 

changed over time 

 To understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of 

human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region 

in a European country, and a region within North or South America  

Show the children a range of images where rivers have been flooded. What is flooding? 

What happens when a river floods and how does this affect the landscape and the people in the area?  

Where is our local river? Who has visited it? Where’s the source? Estuary? Show the children a range of photographs and news/video clippings of 

flooding in the river Severn- what can they see? What are the impacts of the flooding on the local area? Did they see any evidence of people trying to 

prevent flooding (flood barrier) 

Discuss the Thames barrier and how this prevents our capital city from flooding. 

Do you think all rivers flood?  

Provide the children with written sources and internet to investigate further the consequences of a river flooding on a local area, London, Europe, 

Wider world.  

Learning opportunities:- 

 Create a newspaper report  

 News broadcast  

 First person account  

 Graph to show the amount of rainfall between River Seven / Thames (UK) or UK, Europe, Wider world 

 Comparison table identifying similarities and differences between rivers that have experienced flooding and the impact this has had, drawing 

upon geographical conclusions from their findings.  
http://primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/rivers.html 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/Primary/Geography/Rivers/page-1.html?pagesize=12&format=list 

 To locate the world’s countries, using maps and atlases to focus on 

environmental regions - rivers, mapping this key physical characteristics.  

 To ask and respond to geographical questions to further support their 

learning and investigative skills. 

Introduce the children to the term ‘coast’. What do they think a ‘coast’ is?  How do coasts link to rivers?  

Has anyone visited a coast? What were they like? What physical features could be seen? What was the beach like? 

Children to use the internet and written sources to find what the coastal regions and where the main rivers have their estuaries are like and add 

details to their world map. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/riversandcoasts/ 

http://www.kenttrustweb.org.uk/kentict/content/coasts/ 

 To look at land uses and understand how some of these aspects have 

changed over time 

 To use key geographical vocabulary. 

 To use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries 

and describe features of rivers and coasts.  

Introduce the idea that coastal environments are very varied and in a constant state of change: that some parts of the coast are being worn away 

(erosion landforms) and that some parts are being built up (depositional landforms). 

Tell the children that waves can erode rock and cliffs; discuss the significance of rock type – hard rock tending to form headlands and soft rock 

tending to be eroded to form openings in the coastline (bays).   

Using books, atlases and internet introduce the children to erosion landforms and deposition landforms – caves, arches and stacks, then sand spits 

and bars 

http://www.kenttrustweb.org.uk/kentict/content/coasts/ 

Ask the children to explain how each of the landforms are created using illustrations and text 

Ask the children to use the internet and aerial photographs and computer mapping to locate places in the UK where each of the landforms can be 

seen.  

 To develop their physical geography (rivers/water cycle) and human 

geography, including: types of settlement and land use and economic 

activity (tourism) including trade links and the distribution of natural 

What do you think the most common depositional landform is? (beaches) (Where material has been transported from elsewhere on the coastline and 

deposited to form a beach). 

Using symbols and the key, ask the children to identify on an Ordnance Survey map two main types of beach – sand and shingle. Look at other 

features on OS map using key. 

http://primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/rivers.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/Primary/Geography/Rivers/page-1.html?pagesize=12&format=list
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/riversandcoasts/
http://www.kenttrustweb.org.uk/kentict/content/coasts/
http://www.kenttrustweb.org.uk/kentict/content/coasts/
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resources including minerals and water.  

 To use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid 

references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey 

maps) to build and develop their knowledge of the United Kingdom 

 To use key geographical vocabulary relating to coasts.   

 To investigate a range of geographical sources. 

 To draw conclusions, giving detailed reasons about coastlines and their 

human and physical features.  

Recap with the children how the beach can change as a result of the sea. Introduce the children to different strategies for coastal management (eg cliff-

face armouring, groynes, artificial harbours, sea walls, doing nothing) and the advantages and disadvantages of such strategies (eg prevent rock falls 

and cliff retreat). 

The children could recount different strategies for coastal management using text and illustrations 

 

Which area of the coastline would you like to visit? Why? What is it like there? How will we get there and how long will it take? 

Children can choose one of the following characters who wish to go on holiday e.g. young family, back packers, retired couple, and group of teenagers 

on first holiday away from their family.  

Discuss what each group might want from a holiday e.g. bird-watching holidays; walking holidays; beach holidays; rock-climbing holidays. 

Explain to the children that each pair will be contributing a section to a holiday brochure that aims to outline a range of possible coastal destinations 

for tourists. 

Research and investigate coastal environments around the UK which are relevant to their brief – encourage them to use Ordnance Survey maps, 

atlases, non-fiction books, internet, travel and holiday information. 

Ask each pair to recommend a possible destination and to produce an itinerary – encourage children to use symbols and grid references to identify 

features and locations, and the map scale to calculate distance and journey times.  

Children could create a page for a holiday destination that could be used to encourage the appropriate group to visit. 

 


